^26           CONCEPTION OF MATTER         [ CH.

is an. instrument of some cognition, is a substance, and
possesses a particular location in the body. It is the
direct cause of direct perception121.

Such a sense-organ in the earthly organism is the
odorous organ. It is produced out of the earthly
paramanns which are not suppressed by the para-
manus of other bhutas. This is known from the
apprehension of smell. That is, it is through the
activity of the odorous organ alone that smell, which
is the distinguishing quality of earth, is known and
not otherwise. No doubt, there also much de-
pends upon the influence of adrsta to adjust it.
As it is earthly, it possesses all the qualities possessed
bv earth with this difference that there is the excess of
smell in it. Some-are of opinion that in order to
guard against the suppression of a particular sense-
organ from the influence of other bbutas^ it is better
not to allow any connection between the parts of that
particular sense-organ and the parts of other bhf/tas.
But this is not possible. However, we should not for-
get that in the earthly sense-organ, for instance, the
earthly element alone predominates, while the contact
of other bhntas1^ is only subordinate.

(a) Number of sense-organs in a human organism discussed

Although sense-organs have been proved to be bhau-
tika^ yet doubts cannot be finally removed unless it is
proved that there are five external sense-organs. The
ground which leads us to doubt is that we find that the
diversity of the sense-organs is generally established on
the different locations of these sense-organs. But this
is not a safe ground to prove the diversity; a composite,
for instance, occupies as many places as there are parts
in a body; but, in spite of this, it is only one. Therefore,
we find the opponent arguing that there is only one

^Vyom.^pp. 232-33.
122 VS., VIII. li. 5; Vyom., pp. 233-34.